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Clubs and Districts Perform Service in 2005-2006 
 As stated by our Chairman, Dr. Ken D. Tuck, MD in 
his message in this issue, during 2005-2005 there were 
many eye care projects initiated and completed by the 
clubs and districts of the members of our Action Group.  
We received several photos and were able to include  
summaries of all of these projects in our annual report 
to Rotary International.  Unfortunately there were too 
many reports to include in this newsletter but are in-
cluding a few of them along with some great photos. 

 Congratulations to all of the Rotarian Action 
Group members who initiated and completed Blindness 
Prevention projects during 2005-2006.  You are truly a 
credit to our organization as you live the Rotary motto 
of “Service Above Self” and fulfill the motto of our  
Action Group . . . “The Gift of Sight . . . Protect it, 
Save it, Restore it.” 

SHIVAJI, INDIA 

 The RC of Pusad (India) and the Inner Wheel Club 
of Pusad arranged a free eye screening camp at K.D. 
High School in Shivaji.  Dr. Umest Rewanwar examined 
1000 students.  42 students were detected as having low 
vision and 2 as having corneal opacity.  One was  
selected for cataract surgery.   

COYHAIQUE, CHILE 
 Refractive Error Blindness and vision inefficiency 
were alleviated and minimized by a cooperative project 
between the Rotarians of District 6110 (KS, MO, AR & 
OK, USA) and those of Coyhaique (and vicinity) of  
District 4350 in Chile, South America.  Six Optometrists 
and Ophthalmologists and sixteen auxiliary personnel 
(mostly Rotarians) traveled in March 2006 from the USA 
to the Southern part of Chile to examine 1400 under-
privileged patients, providing them with free eye  
exams, donated eyeglasses, medical treatments and 
medicines.  Dr. C. Ellis Potter, Optometrist and team 
leader from District 6110 stated:  “We were amazed at 

the large numbers of people who had had no eye exams 
and as well lacked correction for high degrees of  
myopia, hyperopia and astigmatism".  The financial  
efficiency of this project was maximum: the glasses 
were donated at no cost, the American team paid their 
own expenses, the host Rotarians provided local  
transportation, meals and lodging and the patients paid  
nothing.  Along with helping people with vision  
efficiency, this project provided a one on one ambassa-
dorial experience, where team members got to know 
and appreciate the lifestyle and culture of their hosts.  
Additionally, it provided each team great insight into 
the brotherhood and fellowship of their Rotary counter-
parts.  

HOOGHLY, INDIA 
 Six Rotary clubs in 5 Districts joined together to 
purchase a bus to provide transportation for patients in 
the remote villages surrounding the community of Bans-
beria, Hooghly, India.  There is a Rotary eye hospital in 
Hooghly that serves the needs of those in the commu-
nity and the surrounding villages.  It is an invaluable 
resource for the people of this area. 

CATARACT SURGERIES IN INDIA 
 2000 cataract surgeries were funded through a  
Rotary Foundation Matching Grant.  Cataracts were re-
moved and Intra-ocular lenses were implanted.  India  
District 3160 was the project sponsor with the Rotary 
Club of Monticello, Illinois, USA, D6490 as the Interna-
tional sponsor club.  Funding came from India District 
3160, Missouri Districts 6040 and 6060, Illinois District 
6490 and Kentucky District 6710.  In addition, the Avoid-
able Blindness Donor Advised Fund contributed to the 
project which was funded and successfully completed. 

Students at the Shivaji, India Eye Camp await screening 
Bus provided to the Rotary Eye Hospital in Hooghly 
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