2005-2006 Action Group Service Projects

EYEGLASSES FOR MAYAN VISION PROJECT

Pictured abpve are the students and teachers of
the Frederick County Board of Education's SUCCESS
Program in their Walkersville, Maryland school. The 18
to 21 year old special needs students in this job and life
skills education program have worked bi-weekly on the
Old Glasses for New Eyes Program for 3 years with
Rotarian Bob Martin (blue shirt, front row). As a apart
of the larger Mayan Vision Projects, they sorted, counted
and packed the nearly 80,000 used eyeglasses recently
delivered for the new clinic there.

CELEYA, MEXICO

The Rotary Club of Santa Barbara Sunrise (USA)
participated in a Cataract Surgery Project in Celaya,
Mexico. The project was funded by a Rotary Foundation
Matching Grant in cooperation with the RC of Celaya
Nat-Tha-Hi. The grant covered 60 cataract surgeries and
a Phaco machine.

A group from Santa Barbara Sunrise traveled to
Celaya to participate in the clinic. Doctors from USA and
Mexico were working together hand to hand to provide the
needed medical care to each patient.

The opening of the clinic building and start of
surgeries were supported by Nat-Tha-Hi Rotary Club
members. The Rotarians were given the opportunity to
enter the surgery area and provide assistance in sterilizi-
ong instruments, prepping patients for surgery, dealing
with the post-op hydrating, resting and otherwise took
care of the patients as they arrived from surgery until they
were delivered to waiting cars and taxis for their rides
home.

JANUKPUR, NEPAL

Rotary International District 1990 (Western Swit-
zerland) donated $145,000 (US$) to acquire essential
instruments, equipment and a patient-bus for the Nepal

Red Cross’s Shree Janaki eye hospital (SJEH) at
Janakpur, East Nepal. Each year, SJEH restores the
sight of over 6,500 individuals by performing surgery
made mainly necessary by poverty-induced Cataract and
Trachoma. In addition, over 125,000 people receive
clinical and educational services, for which the bus has
proven very important to reach remote populations.
The Rotary Club Janakpur also assists SJEH in the frame
of the joint eye care programs of the Swiss Red Cross
and of the Nepal Red Cross.
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Matching Grant 59596 provided free cataract sur-
gery for 600 patients in four separate surgical missions.
The main sponsors of the project were Jan and Renee
deVaan from the Netherlands who had previously spon-
sored four large projects, including two for Cataract Sur-
gery. A surgical team of 19 specialists from Bangkok,
Thailand participated in the various missions. Their spe-
cialized equipment had been shipped earlier. All surger-
ies were performed on weekends and holidays with the
hospital surgical theaters were available. Recovery
rooms were set up in auditoriums and in hallways. The
photo below shows the “Opening the Eyes” ceremony
when the eye patches are removed and patients return
home to recover with patient bags, sunglasses, instruc-
tions and medications. A unique experience for all!
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