General Chairman

PRIP Frank J. Devlyn

Email: devlynf @devlyn.com.mx
FAX: 52-5-2624120

Assistant General Chairman
O. Doyle Dannenberg, O.D.
Email: doyled@nctimes.net
FAX: 1-760-746-0204

Insidethisissue:

Alcon Medical Mis- 2-3
sions Program

Vision Problemsinthe 3
US; Symposium in DC

Update from Area E 4
Coordinator

Great Projects Coming 4
from District 7390

Rotarian Works to 4-5
Make Low Vision De-
vices Available

A Rotary Past Presi- 5
dent Tells Us Peace
Comes From Sharing
Love With Our Fellow
Man!

Rotary International 2001-2002

Avoidable Blindness

"Next to lifeitsdlf, God's most
precious gift is sight - Protect
it, Saveit, Restoreit."

Task Force
~_

Chairman Devlyn Writes to Pan American Ophthalmologists

Dear Friends:

During the XXII1 Interamerican
Course of the Bascom Palmer Eye Ingti-
tute , University of Miami, recently held
in Florida, you had the opportunity of re-
celving a brief message given by Dr.
Robert Welsh, an ophthalmologist who
has dedicated a great part of hislifeto
help our Latin American countries.  Dr.
Bob Welsh who is an active Rotarian, is
also atop advising member of the Avoid-
able Blindness Task Force of Rotary In-
ternationd.

Asimmediate Past President 2000-
2001 of Rotary International, | started the
program carried out by this Avoidable
Blindness Task Force, where we received
funds from The Rotary Foundation to
carry out approximately 100,000 cataract
surgeries and besides another 100,000
funded by the Rotary Clubs and Districts
without the help of The Rotary Founda
tion. Most Rotarians are aware that at pre-
sent there are 18 million of personswho
aretotally blinded due to cataracts. Many
of these persons can be found in our Latin
American countries. It isvery gratifying
to see that so many ophthal mol ogists who
are Rotarians are willing to provide their
professional servicesin helping Rotarians
and other groups who collaborate with the
Avoidable Blindness programs world-
wide.

Maybe at present, you are aready par-
ticipating directly with some ingtitution in
helping needy people, even so, | would
like to invite you to contact some Rotary
Clubs in your community so asto help

them be able to identify or detect who are
the needy persons who in your opinion
would require economic help for a cata-
ract operation in your area. Itisvery im-
portant that the local Rotary Clubs receive
your professiona guidance so they might
be able to detect blind persons who would
be ideal candidates for our program, who
live at present in some of our poorest
communities.

| sincerely fed that with your help,
we can only identify these blind persons
due to cataracts but who have a good
light perception so we can channel them
to the closest ophthalmologic clinic so as
to perform the necessary surgery or fund-
ing the necessary intraocular lens.

Alcon laboratories has informed us
that they are willing to supply the neces-
sary intraocular lens and viscolagtic solu-
tion that would be necessary free of
charge to foreign missions under our pro-
gram. A copy of the text of their Hu-
manitarian Services brochure follows this
letter. Doctors outside the United States
are requested to provide this same infor-
mation to the Alcon representative for
their area.

Most loca Rotarians would be happy
to participate by helping to transport the
patients to the clinics, so asto have the
necessary operation.

It is recommended that a photograph
be taken before and after this operation,
S0 asto give it to the persons who have
participated with the necessary money to
fund these programs, so they can see that
their donation or contributions are being
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Rotarians Using the
nternet to
Volunteer for
Avoidable
Blindness

The following name was
submitted from the new
“Volunteer” formon the
ABTF website:

Rtn. Dr. Sumit Banerjee
RC of Burdwan South
District 3240, India
Opthalmologist

Email: suranar@
hotmail.com

Tel:  91-342-540635
569272

FAX: 91-342-566092

Comments: ‘| amvery
proud to help Avoidable
Blindness Projects’

Chairman Writes to Ophthal mol ogists (Continued)

used for avery worthy cause. Thereis
nothing like a picture of a grateful person
who can see again, with asmile on his
face.

We hope that dl the Rotary Clubs
participating give recognition to the oph-
thalmologists who are donating their time
and professiona expertise in making
these cataract operations possible, restor-
ing in thisway, the sight to so many
needy persons. We also recommend that
these events can be covered by the local
media

We hope that you can see dl the
benefits of helping us with this Avoidable
Blindness program. In case you are inter-
ested, please inform us asto how many
patients you could help to receive oph-
thamologic attention. We are willing
to help with a symbolic amount to cover

some of the basic expenses you would
incur if you decide to help usin this very
worthy humanitarian program.

We would like to know of the oph-
thalmologist who are willing to perform
10, 50 or 100 cataract operations, Itis
our desire that we operate only in one
eye, and later, if the patient wants to op-
erate the second eye, he should make his
own arrangements directly with the sur-
geon.

On behdf of al the Avoidable Blind-
ness Task Force team and al my fellow
Rotarians, | thank you in advance for you
collaboration.

Best regards,

Frank J. Devlyn,
President, 2000-2001
Rotary International

Alcon Medical Missions Program

Quoting fromthe Alcon Humanitarian

Servicesbrochure:

Medical Missions Program
For more than 38 years, our Medica

Mission Program has remained an indus-

try leader in support of ophthalmic for-

eign missions. Through donation of
drugs and devices, Alcon assists eye care
gpecialists who volunteer their time and
skill to preserve and restore the vision of
those in need.

To qudify for product donation fro
Foreign Mission Trips, please provide
your written request in the following for-
mat.

1. DOCTOR'SNAME, addresstele-
phone number and U.S. shipping in-
formation. Include DEA number,
State License number and Signature.

2. DESTINATION of your trip includ-
ing city, country and facility.

3. LETTER OF INVITATION from the
Ministry of Health of the hosting
country. This protects you and as-
sures Alcon products will not be de-
layed by customs in the destination
country.

4. DEPARTURE DATE and length of
stay. We want to be able to ship sup-

plies without excess shipping
charges, but in time for you to ade-
guately plan for your trip.

5. SPONSOR of your trip. Must be a
U.S. based, non-profit, charitable or-
ganization. (If you are not sponsored
by a charitable organization, IRS re-
gualations require you to report dona
tions.

6. TAX ID NUMBER of the sponsoring
organization. (Include copy of IRS
letter designating as a charitable or-
ganization.)

7. NUMBER OF SURGICAL CASES
you expect to perform and/or the
number of patients you expect to see.
This hel ps us provide adequate prod-
uct (if available) to accomplish the
objectives of your trip.

8. LIST OF ALCON PRODUCTSand
quantities desired.

9. OTHERU.S. OPHTHALMOLO-
GIST(s) and OPTOMETRIST(s)
traveling with your team.

10. LOCAL DOCTOR. Name(s) of the
foreign doctor(s) with whom you will
be working.

Sufficient Notice
Please alow at least one month's no-



Alcon Medical Missions Program (Continued)

tice of your mission trip. (Donations are
provided on a first-come, first-served ba-
ssand our inventory is limited).
Write, fax or e-mail:
Alcon Laboratories, Inc. T7-18
Humanitarian Services
6201 South Freeway
Fort Worth, Texas 76134

Winona Edwards  81-551-4973
winona.edwards@al conlabs.com

Medical Missions Programs
Carolyn Cate 817-551-4973

Fax 817-551-9905
carolyn.cate@al conlabs.com

Johnnie Herndon  817-551-3009
Fax 817-551-9859

johnnie.herndon@sal conlabs.com

Kim Brown 817-568-6644
Fax 817-551-9946
kim.brown@al conlabs.com

or cdl
800-222-8103 (option 2 or 3)

Vision Problemsin the US; Symposium in DC

Alcon Laboratories presents: VI
SION PROBLEMSIN THE U.S. Sym-
posium. More than two million Ameri-
cans over the age of 40 are visualy im-
paired. Blindness and vision impairment
will place an increasingly heavy burden
on the nation's population, on the econ-
omy and the health care system as baby
boomers age in the coming decades. For
more than 30 years, PREVENT BLIND-
NESS AMERICA has helped guide pol-
icy makers, researchers and other con-
cerned professionals through the publica-
tion of Vison Problemsinthe U.S,, a
comprehensive resource for facts and
figures on age-related vision lossin
America

On March 21, 2002, PREVENT
BLINDNESS AMERICA will releasethe
fourth edition of Vison Problemsin the
U.S. with the most up-to-date statistics
available on the scope and burden of age-
related eye diseases in our country.
Through the generous support of the Na-
tiona Eye Indtitute, epidemiological re-
searchers at Johns Hopkins University
have compiled and analyzed the data that
will be presented in this new edition of
Vision Problemsin the U.S. In conjunc-
tion with the release of the Vision Prob-
lemsin the U.S. report, PREVENT
BLINDNESS AMERICA will hold a
symposium, sponsored by Alcon Labora
tories, a the Washington Court Hotel in

Washington, D.C. to present findings on
the scope and burden of age-related

eye disease for the people of the United
States.

At this symposium, leading
ophthamic researchers and public health
officials will discuss data provided by the
Vision Problemsin the U.S. study on
cataract, diabetic retinopathy, glaucoma
and age-related macular degeneration,
including information on the social and
economic burden of these eye diseases,
risk factors, and the future of treatment
and prevention. We urge you to attend
the Vison Problemsin the U.S. Sympo-
sium on March 21, 2002. You are also
invited to a VIP cocktail reception, spon-
sored by Eli Lilly and Company, to
be held the evening before on Capitol
Hill. The symposium is made possible
through the generous support of itstitle
sponsor, Alcon Laboratories, aswell as
by the sponsorship of Eli Lilly and Com-
pany, Allergan, Bausch & Lomb and
Nowartis Ophthalmics, and additional
funding provided by the Centersfor Dis-
ease Control and Prevention. For that
reason, registration is complimentary,
and seating is limited. Please register
early!

The registration deadline for dl
eventsis Friday, February 15, 2002. For
more information and to register online;
WWW.USsVisionproblems.org
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PROGRESS REPORT:

District 5340-4060
Project in the
Dominican Republic

Total surgeries
performed as of
December, 2001 = 579

We are making
continued progress
towardsour goal of

1,000 catar act
surgeries!

We are looking forward
to a supplemental report
from Medica Ministries
International, possibly in
the March newdletter.
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Have You Looked
Into It?

QM7

=

THE AVOIDABLE
BLINDNESS
MANUAL OF

INFORMATION
2001-2002

isavailable for
download on the task
force Website

Update from Area E Coordinator

| have just been in Russia, precisely
in Moscow, where | was invited as
speaker to the congress on Cataract sur-
gery a Fyodorov's State Institute. | met
many ophthalmologists, both Russian and
from other states of Ex URSS, between
them there was the President of Ophthal-
mologica Society of Kirghizistan, two
ophthalmol ogists from Kazakistan and
some from Belo-russia

Thanks to the aim of some Itaian
Companies | obtained the donation of
some ZEISS surgical microscopes and of
other instruments for cataract surgery.

These instru-
ments will be
delivered soon,
and, next winter
it is planned for
me to go to these
three countries
mentioned above
to take some eye surgery courses with the
use of the instruments donated. Any
am about supplying of intraocular lenses
would be very appreciated.
FABIO DOSS
Area E Coordinator, ABTF

Great Projects Coming from District 7390

In January of this year, two teams
from district 7390 were sent out on
Avoidable Blindness programs. The one
team sponsored by the Rotary Club of
York East went to Ghana, Africa. The
team performed forty five eye operations
on patients with cataracts, as well as pre-
scribed over two hundred pairs of glasses

The second team, which was spon-
sored by the Lebanon Rotary Club, con-

ducted a mission to Nicaragua. One hun-
dred eye operations were performed.
This included patients with cataracts, as
well as children with strabismus. Ap-
proximately one hundred and fifty pairs
of glasses were prescribed. Also, ablind-
ness rehabilitation program to counsel
and aide blind people, aswell astheir
families was initiated.

Rotarian Works to Make Low Vison Devices Available

Rotarian Ramesh Sathe, District
3130, has taken lot of interest in ABTF
programs, specifically in the area of Low
Cost Low Vision Devices. His attention
was attracted by the stunning information
that-- “80% of legally blind people can
perform their day to day activity, if a
proper visud device is made available to
them.” Considering the financial capac-
ity of a common person from India or any
other developing country, he realized the
need to produce low vision devices at a
low cost.

A registered charitable trust was
formed under the name “Vijaya Memo-
rial Trust.” The approach was formulated
to give basic Low vision service where it
was needed most. The development of
various LV devices and a subsequent
demongtration a Arvind Eye Hospital,
Madurai, created a new opportunity — An

invitation to attend the “Asia Pacific Re-
giona Workshop on Low Vision.” This
workshop was convened within the
framework of “Vision 2020—the Right to
Sight” (agloba initiative that aimsto
eliminate avoidable blindness by 2020).
Correspondence with Dr. Parargjesgaram
and Dr. S. Resinkoff of the World Health
Organisation also gave encouragement
for their efforts.

In summary, it was stressed that there
isagreat and urgent need to expand ac-
cessto low vision care, and it was empha
sized that the feasibility of establishing
low vision care would depend on the use
of appropriate technology for the produc-
tion of low vision devices.

Rotarian Sathe and the Vijaya Memo-
ria Trust are interested in executing pro-
jectsin establishing Optical and Low vi-
sion service centres. They have afairly



Low Vision Devices (Continued)

large capacity for production of glass and
plastic magnifiers and a trained force of
volunteers. They have registered a chari-
table trust for giving special serviceto
visudly impaired persons and through
this they can undertake service projects
He has created a small booklet as
well as a Power Point presentation that
explains the concept of basic “Low Vi-
sion Service.” Both are available directly
from the Avoidable Blindness Task Force
Website by accessing the ‘ Download’

page.
Any individua or organization can

contact them directly for further informa-
tion:
Ramesh Sathe
VijayaMemoria Trust
“Nandanvan” 18
Anandbag, PUNE 41103
Td 91-20-6353570/6353876
Fax- 6344027
E-mail: ramfeb@giaspn01.vsnl.net.in

WWW.I otar ytask
forces.org/
avoidable blindness

A Rotary Past President Tells Us Peace
Comes From Sharing Love With Our Fellow Man!

L ooking
for
Something
New on
the Web?

“\"\

Hereisagreat page
with information from
the National Eye
Institute:
http://www.healthy

vision2010.org/

CERTAINLY NOT on the battlefield
Where men and nations refuse to yield.

Certainly not on the streets of trade
Where men are seeking financid aid.

Certainly not in mere idleness
Where men grow weary from restlessness.

And surely not in mad socia whirl
Where life is a constant dizzy swirl.

Certainly not in just empty talk
With useless words recorded in chalk.

But peace may be found when sought by man
With worthy purpose and honest plan,

When happiness comes from man's own heart
And he iswilling to share a part.

Man must be willing to pass greed by
And not seek power with an evil eye.

He cannot be envious and carry hate
If he seeks peace at his neighbor's gate.

Y es, peace can be found in the heart of man
When he iswilling to use God's plan.

But a sdlfish world filled with deceit
Cannot be saved by man in retreat.

From Rotary International President 1924-25 Everett Wentworth
Hill's book entitled HE WHO SEEKS GOLD.

Author's note: "I have sought peace in many ports of life and
aways came home empty-handed until | found that peace is hap-
piness which comes from sharing LOV E with his fellowman.

This thought from Past R.I.
President Hill seemed most S d
appropriate with the terrorist %Q ee S 0/
threat present in our world and & -~ /0
with President Elect Bhichai Q'BQ P 7z
Rattakul's new theme for the B J)fgj (g
year ahead: "SOW SEEDS OF L

LOVE".

O. DoYLE DANNENBERG, O.D.
Asst. Gen. Chairman Avoid-
able Blindness

Task Force 2001-2002



